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B eginning January 1, 2020, Rhode Island will require its resi-
dents to maintain health-care coverage. 

The new Rhode Island law requires you and your family to have min-
imum essential health-care coverage throughout 2020 and beyond, 
unless you qualify for an exemption. 

Failure to have health coverage or qualify for an exemption will result 
in a “shared responsibility payment” (in other words, a penalty) when 
you file your 2020 Rhode Island personal income tax return. 

HealthSource RI, the Rhode Island Division of Taxation, and the 
Office of the Health Insurance Commissioner will be providing fur-
ther details about the mandate in the months ahead. 

 

Note: If you are not required to file a 2020 Rhode Island personal income tax return, you will be 

exempt from the mandate for that year. The new Rhode Island law is similar to the federal health insur-

ance mandate in effect on December 15, 2017, prior to enactment of the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 

Special 
Notice 

R hode Island’s new mandate 
involving health-care cov-

erage was part of the fiscal year 
2020 budget bill proposed by 
Rhode Island Governor Gina M. 
Raimondo, approved by the 
Rhode Island General Assembly, 
and enacted on July 5, 2019.  

 The mandate to have suffi-
cient health-care coverage 
(known as “minimum essen-
tial coverage”) takes effect 
January 1, 2020. 

 If you fail to have sufficient 
health-care coverage or 
qualify for an exemption, 
you will have to pay a pen-
alty on your Rhode Island 
personal income tax return, 
starting in early 2021 (for 
the 2020 tax year). 

 Most people have minimum 
essential coverage (through 
employer-sponsored health 
insurance, Medicaid, Medi-
care, TRICARE, or some 
other means) and will not 
have to pay the penalty. 

       Image of blackboard on this page is used under Creative Commons license. 

https://healthsourceri.com/
http://www.tax.ri.gov
http://www.ohic.ri.gov/
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